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WELCOME! 
Welcome to Disability Partnership Calderdale's December 2019 

newsletter. We'd like to begin by wishing all our members, affiliates 

and friends a very merry Christmas and happy New Year. We look 

forward to seeing you in 2020. In this newsletter we look back on a 

busy month of meetings and a memorable party! Remember you 

can read more of our news on our website, 

www.disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org

 

OUR NOVEMBER OPEN MEETING 

Disability Partnership Calderdale’s November 2019 Open Meeting 

featured two important guest speakers, Ryan from Andy’s Man 

Club and Kristan from Skillshop.  

Andy’s Man Club 

Ryan, who is also a member of Disability Partnership Calderdale, 

was the guest speaker on behalf of the ground-breaking Andy’s 

Man Club, a voluntary organisation which holds meetings for men 

at a growing number of venues across the country. The focus of 

the meetings is supporting men with mental health issues through 

shared experience and support from other men. 

Andy’s Man Club's overall aim is to halve the number of suicides in 

men Under 45. Ryan spoke about his own involvement in the 

movement, stemming from mental health problems and he 
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described how the organisation is based on meetings, where 

everyone is welcome, everyone is encouraged to speak and share 

experiences, good and bad, and how every meeting has time 

devoted to positive and humorous anecdotes.  

Ryan’s own experiences have convinced him of the effectiveness 

of Andy’s Man Club’s approach and he continues to attend 

meetings regularly and to benefit from them. 

Andy’s Man Club meets at Halifax’s Shay Stadium every Monday 

evening at 7pm (except Bank Holidays). There are also branches 

across the area, with Huddersfield and Hebden Bridge both 

hosting regular meetings. 

Ryan hopes to join us at future Disability Partnership Calderdale 

meetings, where he will be available to talk to anyone interested 

in the movement or who perhaps has mental health issues of their 

own.  

Andy’s Man Club’s website is www. andysmanclub.co.uk 

Skillshop 

Kristan from Skillshop is becoming an old friend of Disability 

Partnership Calderdale and we have been wanting him to speak at 

one of our Open Meetings for some time. He spoke about the 

origins of Skillshop, which was set up by his family to support 

Kristan’s brother, who is himself disabled. 
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Kristan explained how Skillshop is a day centre for adults with a 

range of disabilities and how they provide encouragement, build 

confidence and developing life skills through a range of activities 

such as woodwork, arts and crafts, fitness, gardening skills, 

general life skills.  

Kristan also brought with him several of Skillshop’s clients, who 

joined in a questions and answers session at the end of Kristan’s 

presentation. 

 

 

We were also pleased to be able to share with the audience a 

video we shot during a visit to Skillshop back in September.  

Skillshop’s website is www.skillshop.org.uk  
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OUR CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Disability Partnership Calderdale’s Christmas Party took place on 

Tuesday 17th December and saw a big turn-out of our members 

and friends and affiliates of the organisation. Amongst the 

attendees were Calderdale Mayor, Dot Foster. 

 

A huge buffet helped get everyone into the party mood, before 

singer Frankie Heart packed the dancefloor with her wonderful 

mix of Northern Soul & Motown. There were also party games, 

quizzes and a raffle. We’d like to thank everyone who came along 

to share the day with us! What a great start to the festive period!   
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Other News  

HBDAF’s Amazing Accessible Hebden Map: Hebden Bridge 

Disability Access Forum’s Step-free Map of Hebden Bridge, 

showing safe routes for people with mobility or visual 

impairments, is a remarkable document and showcases some 

outstanding accessibility work that the organisation has steered in 

the town. You can view the map on our website. 

Panto Time: The family pantomime Beauty and the Beast opened 

at the weekend at the Victoria Theatre and runs until Sunday 5 

January. This production includes integrated signed performances 

on Sunday 29 December at 5.30pm and Monday 30 December at 

1pm, when British Sign Language (BSL) interpreters will be 

involved in the action on stage and take part in the performances! 

In addition, there’s a Relaxed Performance Friday 3 January at 

10.30am. This performance is designed to be welcoming to 

everyone, and especially to adults and children who may feel 

unable to access theatre performances for a variety of reasons, 

for example: parents/carers with noisy infants, people who need 

or want to move around and/or vocalise during the performance, 

people with dementia, autism or with other complex access and 

inclusion needs. Book your tickets now on 01422 351158 or visit 

www.victoriatheatre.co.uk 

More News: We publish up to 30 new news stories on our website 

every month - www.disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org
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OUR OPEN MEETINGS 
We hold regular open meetings in accessible venues. These are 

free to attend and include a free buffet. Our next three open 

meeting are on January 28, March 24 and May 26. 

 

Open Meetings FAQs 

Who Can Attend? Everyone with an interest in disability is very 

welcome, whether they are disabled or not. 

 

Are there refreshments? All attendees are invited to enjoy a free 

buffet, or just a cup of tea or coffee! 

 

When and Where? Details of our upcoming meetings are posted 

on our website. 

 

Can I claim travel expenses? All Calderdale-based disabled people 

who attend are able to claim travelling expenses - simply bring 

travel tickets, taxi receipts to the meeting and we will reimburse 

the costs.  

 

Questions?  

Call the DPC mobile number 07716122897 

email info@disabilitypartnershipcalderdale.org  
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